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HOW DO WE CHOOSE? 

Random Guess Ask your colleague Ask the patient 





PROS AND CONS OF WARFARIN 

ADVANTAGES 

 

• Well established 

• Reversible 

• GFR < 15 

• Significant valve disease 

• INR checks compliance 

• Long half life means less 
embolic risk if forget to take 

• Once daily 

 

 

 

DISADVANTAGES 

 

• Frequent  blood tests 

• Many drug/alcohol /food 
interactions 

• Overall inferior to NOACS 

• Higher bleeding risks 

• Poor TTR 

• Changing dose so not 
suitable for blister packs 

 









TRIAL DATA – ALL AGAINST WARFARIN 
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DABIGATRAN 
150/110  mg 

 

 
RIVAROXABAN 

20/15 mg 

 
APIXABAN 
5/2.5 mg 

 
EDOXABAN 
60/30 mg 

STROKE RISK 
 

↓↓↓ (D150) 
↓         (D110) 

↓ ↓↓ ↓ 

INTRACRANIAL 
HAEMORRHAGE 
 

↓↓ ↓ ↓ ↓ 

MAJOR 
BLEEDING 

=  (D150) 
↓(D110) 

= ↓↓ ↓ 

GI BLEEDING 
 

↑ ↑ = = 

DYSPEPSIA 
 

↑ - - - 



 
DABIGATRAN 

 

 
RIVAROXABAN 

 
APIXABAN 

 
EDOXABAN 

DOSING 150 MG BD 20 MG OD 5 MG BD 60 MG OD 

BLISTER PACK N Y Y Y 

INTAKE WITH 
FOOD 

N Y N N 

AGE DOSE 
ADJUSTMENTS 

 80 years 
 110 mg bd 

NIL 2.5MG DOSE 
IF 2 OUT OF 3 

NIL 

WEIGHT DOSE 
ADJUSTMENTS 

NIL NIL SEE ABOVE 30MG DOSE 
IF WT < 60KG 

RENAL DOSE 
ADJUSTMENTS 

 

NOT FOR GFR < 
30 

NOT FOR GFR < 
15 

GFR 15 – 49: 
15MG DOSE 

 

NOT FOR GFR < 
15 

GFR 15 – 29: 
2.5MG DOSE 

 

NOT FOR GFR 
< 15 

GFR 15 – 49: 
30MG DOSE 

 

CONVERSION 
FROM WARFARIN 

Start when 
INR < 2 

Start when 
INR ≤ 3 

Start when  
INR < 2 

Start when  
INR ≤ 2.5 



eGFR vs Cr Clearance 

MDRD formula Cockcroft and Gault formula 

Labs Drug Trials 

BMI > 
30 

BMI < 
18 

Age > 
75 

Low GFR < 60  

www.mdcalc.com/creatinine-clearance-cockcroft-gault-equation 
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NOACS AND ANTI-PLATELETS 

 

• Stable CAD and AF managed on OACs alone 

• Prasugrel and Ticagrelor not recommended 
with NOACS 

• Dual anti-plts + OAC as short time as possible 

• Single anti-plt + OAC for 1 year only 

• Reduce dose NOAC if combined with anti-plt 

• Consider PPI for all combination therapies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





BNSSG FORMULARY DECISION AID 

 

 

• http://www.bnssgformulary.nhs.uk/includes/d
ocuments/BNSSG%20NOAC%20Decision%20g
uideV5%20update%20March16.pdf 
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